BM)Three-to 5-year old Head Start preschoolers (N=4,040) from 5 clinical centers underwent comprehensive eye examinations by study-certified optometrists and ophthalmologists, including monocular visual acuity (VA) testing, cover testing, and cycloplegic retinoscopy.The associations of risk factors with astigmatism were evaluated using the odds ratio (OR) and its 95% confidence intervals (95% CI) from logistic regression models.The Vision In Preschoolers (VIP) Study was a multicenter study of preschool children in Head Start, representing a large sample of children (N=4,040) from a variety of racial/ethnic groups (African American, American Indian, Asian, Hispanic, and non-Hispanic White) across five VIP clinical centers (Berkeley, California; Boston, Massachusetts; Columbus, Ohio; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Tahlequah, Oklahoma).In spite of a higher percentage of astigmatism in our study (17%) as compared to MEPEDS/BPEDS (10%) due to an over-sampling of children with vision disorders, the associations found from the VIP Study were extremely similar to those from MEPEDS/BPEDS (), which reported odds ratio of 4.6 for myopia (_ _1.0 D) and 1.6 for hyperopia (_ +2.0 D).
